CONFIDENTIAL

Invention Disclosure Form (IDF) for IP Searches
Save this MS WORD form safely to your computer hard drive before editing it. Complete this questionnaire in detail, and attach any sketches and/or prior documentation.  NOTE: Be double sure your submission is finalized, because we may start procured work immediately upon receiving this questionnaire and your sketches; thus, no submission changes or addendums are generally possible.  Also, by law, only one invention/innovation is allowed per patent, and, thus, per search.
1. What is the idea/innovation about (in just one sentence)?  
     


2. Please attach a sketch(es) of the innovation, which is clearly drawn and labeled (e.g., numbered) to show important components and functionality that would clearly show someone how to make and use the innovation.  NOTE: The search jobs are put on hold until we receive sketches.  So, if you submit them apart from this questionnaire, please always tell us where/when to expect to receive them, or if none are needed.  All drawings must be fully explained in question 8 (detailed description) below and show the novelties you list in the search focus question 6 below.
3. PRIOR ART: What is the closest related "Prior Art" (patents, technical publications, products, work by others, known techniques, etc.) of which you are aware?  Also, describe the solution of others and their disadvantages.  Be sure to consider all analogous areas of prior art as defined below.
     
4. What problem(s) does the innovation solve (not how you solved it)? 
     
5. What is your solution to the problem(s) described above?  Also, describe your particular advantage(s) over the above prior approach(es) done by others (in question 3 above).
     
6. SEARCH FOCUS: Please indicate exactly what about the new solution is unique and different from others, which you want protected by a patent.  This should be a brief bullet list of the actual new and distinguishing structure/design features or method steps that you want to protect (thus us to focus the search to find similar things), not the benefits or advantages which the new design provides, and is solely what novelty the search will focus on.  Keep it concrete, focused and short, and avoid implementation details.  To avoid work delays, please do not point to other questionnaire answers- instead just copy and paste here the shortest portion of your other answer(s) that apply.  Assume that only the novelty stated here will be covered by the search; however, if blank, vague, or more than one invention/novelty is listed, the search will focus on our best understandings based on the IDF as a whole, and we will search for a single patent comprising all features you list here; hence, generally, the more, esp. disparate, features you list will reduce the quality of the search results.  NOTE that we follow USPTO invention definition guidelines, which are as follows: the search focuses on one invention point of novelty, so if you have a system with multiple independent inventive aspects, only focus on one of them here (usually focus on the “new and coolest” one).  Also, the search may focus on only one US statutory patent subject matter class; e.g., only one of: a method, or a composition, or a physical product/device/system, etc.  If your search focus novelty list below includes more than one invention or class, by default we will search only on the first invention/class.
     
7. ANALOGOUS ART: For each key, distinguishing point(s) of novelty you identified above to focus the search upon, please indicate any and all other areas of endeavor or application domains that may be analogous (e.g., highly related, conceptually similar problems, solving related problems, etc.) to the specific area of problem(s) you are addressing.  Another way to think about that is to list all other application areas your beneficial solutions could conceptually be applied to, possibly with significant modifications or additional inventive steps to make functional.  For example, if the innovation is to improve a piston engine, you would indicate if it could apply to rotary, jet, electric, etc. engines, and generally explain how so.  Assume that if do not indicate analogous areas to search, that our search will focus on the very specific application you identify in the search focus above.
     
8. What are the additional advantages and new capabilities of the innovative solution which are not even contemplated by or possible for the prior approach(es) (listed in question 3) to do?
     
9. Describe (in sufficient detail that would show someone how to make and use) how the best version of the innovation that achieves the novelty listed in the above search focus question 6 works; i.e., cover operations, functions, scientific principles, interrelationships, etc.  For physical things focus on structure(s) and construction, for methods describe step-by-step process and platforms and articles manipulated, for compositions describe what it is made of and its physical properties.    (reference drawing elements with textual labels where possible)

     
10. MAIN KEYWORDS: 
a) MAIN KEYWORDS OF THE INVENTION: Please list here any and all common words, “buzz words”, phrases, or concepts specific to the implementation, marketing, and/or technical/product field of the innovation that others would use, be sure to think also about ones that they would use in trying to hide their invention from others:  




     
b) MAIN KEYWORDS OF THE PRIOR ART: Please list here any and all common words, “buzz words”, phrases, or concepts related to conventional/prior art ways of addressing the problem your innovation improves or seeks to solve.  These key words should focus words that have a good chance to pull up patents very related to your answer to # 3 above (summary of the PRIOR ART), so they should not overlap with the keywords you list in ‘a’ just above: 



     
11. OTHER KEYWORDS: For each key point(s) of novelty you identified above to focus the search upon, which are believed to distinguish the innovation from the conventional art, especially for advanced or not-well known technology areas, please provide as many alternative keywords that you can think of that may achieve functionally close or synonymous variants as the terminology used in the search focus section of this IDF.  Note, that even common English words may have different meanings when used in a technical setting to achieve certain functional results which many other (common or "buzz") words may be employed to describe the same meaning.  So, try to think broadly about all the different ways a claimed functional way or result may be alternatively said in both common technical usage and if the patent drafter was intending to obscure the prior art patent from search discovery.
     
12. What companies (e.g., competitors), group of people (e.g., organizations/consumers), products, or processes can use the innovation?
     
13. Inventor(s) in order that they should be listed in the patent, otherwise it may be overlooked- BE SURE TO FILL IN ALL ADDRESS FIELDS AND PHONE NUMBER- if missing we may not be able to contact you in critical situations, potentially resulting in harm to your patent rights or additional costs:  
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
14. Assignee
 If the patent will be assigned to another legal entity please name that entity here:  

Assignee’s Full Legal Name:       
Assignee’s Legal Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:
      Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
15. Point of Contact (POC):
If there is a designated POC that we should be in direct communications with on this case, please indicate that person here (only one POC per case):  

Full Name:        , Title      
Address:      
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Home Phone:      
Work Phone:         Email:             
