CONFIDENTIAL

IDF Patent Scope and Claims Strategy Questions 
Please complete in detail this subset of questions from our main questionnaire, of which the prioritized claims list and simplest version questions are required at minimum.  Send this completed by secure email in reply to our “Welcome” email letter.  NOTE: Be double sure your submission is finalized, because we start procured work immediately upon receiving this questionnaire and your sketches; thus, no submission changes or addendums are possible. To avoid loss or confusion, please rename the file name of this document to include your assigned case number.
8.  CLAIM PRIORITIES: Please provide a prioritized (from most to least important), numbered list of the novel distinct features of your invention (one key element per line item) that you want to be sure is covered in this patent.  Note that "novel" means that it has never been done before in your unique, non-obvious way.  Be sure that each item is a concrete part of your invention and not vague or abstract ideas or functions; e.g., should not mention advantages, benefits, marketing/sales stuff, generic features, etc.  Your items list should be sufficient for us to clearly understand the exact (not vague) design element(s) that are your patent protection goals.  We are looking for the exact critical & novel system/method element(s) so the patent claims may be surgically structured strategically towards being broad enough to block viable knock-offs, yet not too broad to cover prior-art approaches, which could harm your patent protection.  Your answer to this question helps us more effectively structure the claims and validate sufficient specification.  

Please be aware that the inventor helps identify what they believe is most novel and valuable to them (usually, informed by a prior art search, patentability opinion, and business plans), and attorneys then work out the claims strategy and legal language towards protecting those goals.  So, for valuable patent protection scope, it is very important to have such inventor input be as clear and specific as possible. Without such specific inputs, we generally err on the cautious side, which may be overly broad, overly narrow, and/or omitting key element(s).

Also, let us know if your key features list actually has no priorities, whereby you want us to decide the order.  Be 100% sure that each item in the list is completely described in every detail in your submission for our work.  
     
12.  INDEPENDENT CLAIM(S): Describe the absolute most basic version(s) of the idea/innovation (i.e., strip off all the “bell’s and whistle”, and describe simplest version where if you removed anything more, it would either not work, be part of the prior art, or you would no longer regard it as your invention.); i.e., operations, functions, interrelationships, etc; and describe the minimal structure of the innovation- for a method, describe key steps and platform/element/info manipulations.  That is, if you say "a + b + c" is the most basic implementation of your invention, then be sure you would not be upset if a competitor makes a product with just elements "a + b" because that would generally not be covered by this patent.  The minimum implementation is, simply, the exact the point where you cannot remove anything else without it either not working as intended or it looks/behaves like past approaches that have been done before.  Of course, if you have only one key novel feature or step, then that (along with a very few mandatory system elements) would be the minimum version.  

However, if this innovation has more than one independent, high business value, variant embodiment then you should clearly distinguish them here and then point out the absolute simplest implementation version (per above) for each one to structure any addition independent claim(s).  Normally, your first (or only) independent variant would include only the top claim priority (from above), and any subsequent variants each would have different top claim priority.  That is, if you have one top claim priority feature that is present in all the variants then you do not have an independent claim variant because they all would be unified (under) the single top feature. If your claim priorities are actually grouped by each independent variant then provide us a separate claim priorities list for each independent variant.  In top quality cases, generally we do not charge extra for drafting up to 3 independent claim sets; however, you must request this and approve the extra USPTO fees (at least $150 per independent claim and $40 per dependent at micro entity level).  Generally, we at least double or triple the number of claims you provide us, so ask us for a total estimate if this applies to your case.

Again, be sure that your list here is of concrete parts/steps of your invention and is not vague or abstract ideas or functions or system modules. For method inventions (e.g., software, business methods, industrial processes, etc.), the steps must be the minimal set of critical novel steps, usually taken from the flowcharts shown in the Figures.  

We cannot tell you what is your simplest product/method version, so please indicate below what you see is the simplest version(s) possible based on your main, novel inventive concept.  


NOTICE: Your answer to this question guides us in structuring the independent claim(s), so assume your patent may be completely limited to anything you list here; hence, keep it to the broadest minimum possible without losing the main distinguishing point of novelty.  Most inventions have one unifying version, yet some may have 2 or 3 independent variants.  Assume that for every additional independent variant you list here, the USPTO will charge you about $500 in extra claims filing fees.  Note that independent variants must be unified by a common inventive theme/concept so may not be independent inventions, which would require separate patent filings.

1st independent, high business value, variant embodiment (required):
     

2nd independent, high business value, variant embodiment (if any):
     

3rd independent, high business value, variant embodiment (if any):
     

Administrative Information 
1. Priority Claims
If this patent application claims priority to any another patent filing(s) (foreign or domestic, such as provisionals, continuations, CIPs, foreign patent filings, PCTs, etc.), you must list them here with all details, and be sure this is present in the “Cross Reference” section near the top of our first draft, otherwise it may be overlooked:  

1st Priority Claim: 

Patent Application No.:       
Patent Application Filing Date:       
Country Filed in:       
2nd Priority Claim: 

Patent Application No.:       
Patent Application Filing Date:       
Country Filed in:       
3rd Priority Claim: 

Patent Application No.:       
Patent Application Filing Date:       
Country Filed in:       
2. Inventor(s) in order that they should be listed in the patent, otherwise it may be overlooked- BE SURE TO FILL IN ALL ADDRESS FIELDS AND PHONE NUMBER- if missing we may not be able to contact you in critical situations, potentially resulting in harm to your patent rights or additional costs:  

Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
Full name:       
Home Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
3. Assignee
 If the patent will be assigned to another legal entity please name that entity here:  

Assignee’s Full Legal Name:       
Assignee’s Legal Address: 
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
4. Point of Contact (POC):
If there is a designated POC that we and the patent office should be in direct communications with on this case, please indicate that person here (only one POC per case):  

Full Name:        , Title      
Address:      
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
5. Correspondence Address to receive Patent Office Notices (if different than POC):
If there is a designated POC that we should be in direct communications with on this case, please indicate that person here (only one POC per case):  

Full Name:        , Title      
Address:      
Street:       
City      , State      , Zip code:      
Cell Phone:         Landline Phone:         Work Phone:         Email:           Citizenship:       
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